"1 79 N'wKRI2 - The Sin of the “Flood Generation”

Study 6:1-8. Initial impressions?
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Genesis Chapter 6 | Parsha: Bere'shit Noah

When men began to increase on earth and daughters were born to
them, %the divine beings saw how beautiful the daughters of men
were and took wives from among those that pleased them.—3The
Lord said, “My breath shall not abide in man forever, since he too is
flesh; let the days allowed him be one hundred and twenty years.” —
41t was then, and later too, that the Nephilim appeared on earth—
when the divine beings cohabited with the daughters of men, who
bore them offspring. They were the heroes of old, the men of renown.
5The Lord saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and how
every plan devised by his mind was nothing but evil all the time. ®And
the Lord regretted that He had made man on earth, and His heart was
saddened. The Lord said, “I will blot out from the earth the men
whom | created—men together with beasts, creeping things, and birds
of the sky; for | regret that | made them.” 8But Noah found favor with
the Lord.
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This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with God.— *°Noah begot three
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11The earth became corrupt before God; the earth was filled with
lawlessness. *When God saw how corrupt the earth was, for all flesh
had corrupted its ways on earth, *3God said to Noah, “I have decided
to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with lawlessness
because of them: | am about to destroy them with the earth.
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Rashi

the sons of the nobles: Heb. 0°777%7 °33, the sons of the princes
(Targumim) and the judges (Gen. Rabbah 26:5). Another explanation:
077787 °12 are the princes who go as messengers of the Omnipresent.
They too mingled with them (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 22). Every
o°779% in Scripture is an expression of authority, and the following
proves it (Exod. 4:16): “And you shall be to him as a lord (2°7°%%)”;
(ibid. 7:1): “See, | have made you a lord (2°72%).”

when they were beautifying themselves: Heb., nab. Said Rabbi Judan:
It is written nav [i.e., instead of M. Thus it can be read n2v, meaning
to beautify.] When they would beautify her, adorned to enter the
nuptial canopy, a noble would enter and have relations with her first
(Gen. Rabbah 26:5).

from whomever they chose: Even a married woman, even males and
animals (Gen. Rabbah ad loc.).

and his days shall be: Until a hundred and twenty years | will delay My
wrath towards them, but if they do not repent, | will bring a flood
upon them. Now if you ask



http://taggedtanakh.org/Parsha/Index/Bere'shit-torah
http://taggedtanakh.org/Parsha/Index/Noah-torah
http://www.chabad.org/9865#v16
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Scrpture velates that the judges whose duty it was to adwiziger
jstee ameag them committed ooen vinkmce witkow mvone
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£, *'JJI, NEPHILIM. Rashi comments: “[They were called
nephifin becanse] they fell {nephix) and cansed the downfall
{hitalu) of the world” This is found i Bereshith Rabhah. ™ The
puasters of language 3 say that they {the Nephifin] were sa called

. The same applies o

r'\\.

because the heart of man fell from fear of them

Ef%
the word fa'eimm, s

The correct interpretation appears to me to be that Adam and
his wife are called bnei ha'elohim because they were G-d’s
handiwork and He was their father; they had no father besides
Him. And he [Adam] begot many children, as it is written, And
he begot sons and daughters.®® Now these men, first to be born
of a father and mother, were of great perfection in height and
strength because they were born in the likeness of their father, as
it is written concerning Seth, And he [Adam] begot a son in his
own likeness, after his image.®® And it is possible that all the
children of the first generations — Adam, Seth, Enosh — were
called bner ha'elohim because these three men were in the likeness
of G-d. But then the worship of idols commenced, and there came
upon men a weakness and slackness.
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Now when men began to multiply and daughters were born o
them, the men of these first generations were in their strength, and
because of their great desire they would choose the beautiful women
of tall stature and good health. Now first Seripture tells that by force
they took them unto themselves as wives, and afterwards it tells that

. they came in a promiscuous manner to the daughters of men who

were not of that high degree, and the matter was not known until
they begot children for them, and everyone recognized that they
were not the offspring of other people but that they had been born

_to these bne: ha’elohim because these children were very tall. They

were, however, inferior to their fathers in height and strength, [This
is the meaning of the name Nephilim — inferior ones], just as the
word Nephilim is used in the expression: { am not ‘nophel’ (inferior)
to you. 511 Still they were mighty men in comparison with the rest
of the people. And Scripture tells that this happened in the first
generation to those who were called brei ha’elohim because they
were of absolute perfection, and it is they who caused the daughters
of men to beget nephilim (inferior ones); and also after that, for the
nephilim themsclves begot nephilim from them.

" The meaning of the expression, that were of old, is that after the
flood, the men, upon seeing the mighty, would remember these
nephilim and say: “There have already been mightier men than these
in the ages which were before us.” They were the men of renown in
all generations afterward. This is a fitting explanation of this chapter.
But the Midrash of Rabbi Eliczer the Great,®!? in the chapters
concerning the angels that fell from their place of holiness in heaven
— as is mentioned in the Gemara of Tractate Yomae —?!% fits into
the language of the verse more than all other interpretations. But it
would necessitate delving at length into the secrct of this subject.
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Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer

Rabbi said : The angels who fell "» from their holy

place in heaven saw the daughters of the generations of
Cain walking about naked, with their eyes painted

like harlots, and they went astray after them, and took
wives from amongst them, as it is said, " And the sons
of Elohim " saw the daughters of men that they were
fair ; and they took them wives of all that they chose "'
{ibid. 2).

Rabbi Joshua said : The angels arc flaming fire, as it

is said, " His servants are a flaming fire " (Ps. civ. 4), and

fire came with the coition of flesh and blood, but did not
burn the body ; but when they fell from heaven, from their
holy place, their strength and stature (became) like that

of the sons of men, and their frame was (made of) clods of
dust, as it is said, " My flesh is clothed with worms and
clods of dust " (Job vii. 5).

Rabbi Zadok said : From them were born the giants (Anakim),” who

walked with pride in their heart, and who

stretched forth their hand to all (kinds of) robbery and
violence, and shedding of blood,” as it is said, " And there
we saw the Nephilim,” the sons of Anak " (Num. xiii. 33) ;
and it says, " The Nephilim were on the earth in those
days " (Gen. vi. 4).
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