?‘ ~ Pardes o119
i Institute of Jewish Studies

KING SAUL AND THE QUESTION OF MONARCHY
PARDES COMMUNITY EDUCATION | FALL 2020
alex@pardes.org | www.alexisrael.org

Chapter 9-10. Donkeys, a Surprise Meeting, and an Anointing
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I Samuel ch.14

47 After Saul had assumed rule over Israel, he fought against their enemies on
every side: Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines.
Wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment on them. % He fought valiantly and
defeated the Amalekites, delivering Israel from the hands of those who had
plundered them.

And previously...ch.13

19Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel, because the
Philistines had said, “Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears!” 2°So
all Israel went down to the Philistines to have their plow points, mattocks, axes
and sickles sharpened. 2! The price was two-thirds of a shekel for sharpening
plow points and mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening forks and axes
and for repointing goads.

2250 on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword
or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them.

2 Samuel ch.1 - David’s eulogy for Saul
“Daughters of Israel,
weep for Saul,
who clothed you in scarlet and finery,
who adorned your garments with ornaments of gold.
25 “How the mighty have fallen in battle!
Jonathan lies slain on your heights.

| Samuel ch.9
9 There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel,

the son of Zeror, the son of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2Kish had
a son named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be found anywhere in
Israel, and he was a head taller than anyone else.

3 Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his
son Saul, “Take one of the servants with you and go and look for the

donkeys.” #So he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and through the
area around Shalisha, but they did not find them. They went on into the district
of Shaalim, but the donkeys were not there. Then he passed through the
territory of Benjamin, but they did not find them.

5When they reached the district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with
him, “Come, let’s go back, or my father will stop thinking about the donkeys and
start worrying about us.”

6But the servant replied, “Look, in this town there is a man of God; he is highly
respected, and everything he says comes true. Let’s go there now. Perhaps he
will tell us what way to take.”

7Saul said to his servant, “If we go, what can we give the man? The food in our
sacks is gone. We have no gift to take to the man of God. What do we have?”
8The servant answered him again. “Look,” he said, “l have a quarter of a

shekel of silver. | will give it to the man of God so that he will tell us what way to
take.” °(Formerly in Israel, if someone went to inquire of God, they would say,
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“Come, let us go to the seer,” because the prophet of today used to be called a
seer.)

10“Good,” Saul said to his servant. “Come, let’s go.” So they set out for the town
where the man of God was.

11 As they were going up the hill to the town, they met some young women
coming out to draw water, and they asked them, “Is the seer here?”

12“He is,” they answered. “He’s ahead of you. Hurry now; he has just come to
our town today, for the people have a sacrifice at the high place. ¥ As soon as
you enter the town, you will find him before he goes up to the high place to eat.
The people will not begin eating until he comes, because he must bless the
sacrifice; afterward, those who are invited will eat. Go up now; you should find
him about this time.”

14 They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was Samuel,
coming toward them on his way up to the high place.

15Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to

Samuel: 1 “About this time tomorrow | will send you a man from the land of
Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people Israel; he will deliver them from the
hand of the Philistines. | have looked on my people, for their cry has reached
me.”

17When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, “This is the man |
spoke to you about; he will govern my people.”

185aul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell me
where the seer’s house is?”

19| am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for
today you are to eat with me, and in the morning | will send you on your way
and will tell you all that is in your heart. 2° As for the donkeys you lost three days
ago, do not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is all the
desire of Israel turned, if not to you and your whole family line?”

21s3ul answered, “But am | not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel,
and is not my clan the least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you
say such a thing to me?”

2Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated them at the
head of those who were invited—about thirty in number. 2 Samuel said to the
cook, “Bring the piece of meat | gave you, the one | told you to lay aside.”

2450 the cook took up the thigh with what was on it and set it in front of Saul.
Samuel said, “Here is what has been kept for you. Eat, because it was set aside
for you for this occasion from the time | said, ‘I have invited guests.”” And Saul
dined with Samuel that day.

25 After they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel talked with
Saul on the roof of his house. 2 They rose about daybreak, and Samuel called to
Saul on the roof, “Get ready, and | will send you on your way.” When Saul got
ready, he and Samuel went outside together. 27 As they were going down to the
edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us” —
and the servant did so—“but you stay here for a while, so that | may give you a
message from God.”

| Samuel ch.10

Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed
him, saying, “Has not the Lord anointed you ruler over his inheritance? > When
you leave me today, you will meet two men near Rachel’s tomb, at Zelzah on the
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border of Benjamin. They will say to you, ‘The donkeys you set out to look for
have been found. And now your father has stopped thinking about them and is
worried about you. He is asking, “What shall | do about my son?"”’

3“Then you will go on from there until you reach the great tree of Tabor. Three
men going up to worship God at Bethel will meet you there. One will be carrying
three young goats, another three loaves of bread, and another a skin of

wine. *They will greet you and offer you two loaves of bread, which you will
accept from them.

5“After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine outpost. As
you approach the town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down
from the high place with lyres, timbrels, pipes and harps being played before
them, and they will be prophesying. é The Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully
upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a
different person. 7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to
do, for God is with you.

8“Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. | will surely come down to you to sacrifice
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must wait seven days until |
come to you and tell you what you are to do.”

9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul’s heart, and all these

signs were fulfilled that day. ** When he and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a
procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him,
and he joined in their prophesying. ** When all those who had formerly known
him saw him prophesying with the prophets, they asked each other, “What is
this that has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”
12 A man who lived there answered, “And who is their father?” So it became a
saying: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 3 After Saul stopped prophesying, he
went to the high place.

14 Now Saul’s uncle asked him and his servant, “Where have you been?”
“Looking for the donkeys,” he said. “But when we saw they were not to be
found, we went to Samuel.”

1553ul’s uncle said, “Tell me what Samuel said to you.”

165aul replied, “He assured us that the donkeys had been found.” But he did not

tell his uncle what Samuel had said about the kingship.
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Where People What?

Rachel’s Tomb 2 Tell you that the donkeys have
been found

Elon Tabor 3 Give you bread

The Hill of God Group of prophets Prophecy “and become
another man”
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Bereshit ch.35

9 After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and
blessed him. 1° God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be
called Jacob; your name will be Israel.” So he named him Israel.

11 And God said to him, “l am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in

number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings
will be among your descendants. *? The land | gave to Abraham and Isaac | also
give to you, and | will give this land to your descendants after you.” *¥ Then God
went up from him at the place where he had talked with him.

14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he
poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. ** Jacob called the
place where God had talked with him Bethel.

16 Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from
Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. Y And as she was
having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for
you have another son.” 8 As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she
named her son Ben-Oni. But his father named him Benjamin.

1950 Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is,

Bethlehem). 2°Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar
marks Rachel’s tomb



