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Beresheit 23:1-2 Avraham Cries for Sarah and
Beresheit 23:19-20 — Avraham Buries Sarah in Hevron

Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s life—
came to one hundred and twenty-seven
years. Sarah died in Kiryat Arba—now
Hebron—in the land of Canaan; and
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah and to
bewail her....
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...And then Abraham buried his wife Sarah in | X7 X0 1977y N792AN NTYW NYN~7X
the cave of the field of Machpelah, facing nwnRnl nTwn DI?E! V12 YIND (D20
Mamre—now Hebron—in the land of NN TIRA 117 NTAKY DAAKY AWK
Canaan. Thus the field with its cave passed : FNINXZ DPAXT 1Y
from the Hittites to Abraham, as a burial site.
Beresheit 25:9-10 Avraham Buried with Sarah
And Abraham breathed his last, dying at a VAW [i77 N2iL NA'YA DPIAX NN viail
good ripe age, old and contented; and he ' O muty qofvl

was gathered to his kin.

His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron son
of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, the field
that Abraham had bought from the Hittites;
there Abraham was buried, and Sarah his
wife.
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Beresheit 12:2 Be a Blessing - a catalyst for ethical and spiritual change

The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from
your native land and from your father’s house
to the land that | will show you.

I will make of you a great nation, And | will
bless you; I will make your name great, And
you shall be a blessing.
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Beresheit 24:6-8 — Avraham's Warnings and Blessing to Eliezer

And the servant said to him, “What if the
woman does not consent to follow me to this
land, shall | then take your son back to the
land from which you came?” Abraham
answered him, “On no account must you
take my son back there!

The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me
from my father’s house and from my native
land, who promised me on oath, saying, ‘I will
assign this land to your offspring'—May He
send His angel before you, and you will get a
wife for my son from there.

And if the woman does not consent to follow
you, you shall then be clear of this oath to
me; but do not take my son back there.”
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Beresheit 24:10-20 - Rivka's Empathy and Extreme Kindness

Then the servant took ten of his master’s
camels and set out, taking with him all the
bounty of his master; and he made his way to
Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor.

He made the camels kneel down by the well
outside the city, at evening time, the time
when women come out to draw water.

And he said, “O LORD, God of my master
Abraham, grant me good fortune this day,
and deal graciously with my master
Abraham: Here | stand by the spring as the
daughters of the townsmen come out to draw
water; let the maiden to whom | say, ‘Please,
lower your jar that | may drink,” and who
replies, ‘Drink, and | will also water your
camels’—let her be the one whom You have
decreed for Your servant Isaac. Thereby
shall | know that You have dealt graciously
with my master.”

He had scarcely finished speaking, when
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, the son
of Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother
Nahor, came out with her jar on her shoulder.

The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin
whom no man had known. She went down to
the spring, filled her jar, and came up. The
servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let
me sip a little water from your jar.”

“Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly
lowered her jar upon her hand and let him
drink. When she had let him drink his fill, she
said, “I will also draw for your camels, until
they finish drinking.” Quickly emptying her jar
into the trough, she ran back to the well to
draw, and she drew for all his camels.
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Beresheit 24:67

Isaac then brought her into the tent of his
mother Sarah, and he took Rebekah as
his wife. Isaac then loved her, and thus
found comfort after his mother’s death.
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Beresheit 24:16 and Beresheit Raba

The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin
whom no man had known. Resh Lakish
said: Because the daughters of idolaters
would guard their feminine virginity but would
not guard themselves from other sexual acts,
but this one was an actual virgin and also no
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man was intimate with her in other sexual ...ONX DipAn
acts...

Midrash Shir Hashirim Raba 2:2 - Rivka — Rose Among the Thorns

As arose among the thorns so is my love D'NINA |2 MYIYD. X7 1N N¥' 2N
among the maidens (daughters) (Song of MAKN 7RIN2 N2 NPAY AN T N7

Songs 2:2)". Rabbi Yitzchak applied this

reading to Rebekah, as it is said: "And Isaac (nIT7n 9) MK A7 NINK DX [TON

was forty years old when he took Rebekabh, D'MIRN™ 'R NNIZN 'WINE RN DR
the daughter of Betuel, the Aramean, from NTD DI'N TV D'XNYY7 0N DWIT. NpT¥Nl
Paddan Aram, the sister of Laban, the ,NNIT X'N Y ,001'an NXY! IRTN
Aramean (Genesis 25:20)". If it wants to DIPNA D 7" DNIND 2 NYIYY

teach that she was from Paddan Aram, why

does the text say "sister of Laban the MR MNTRA DY D'NIN [7TaNNY

Aramean"? Rather, it is to tell us that her XXM DX [271,0WIY 7727 Mwdin
father was a trickster, her brother was a 70 .X79 72T XIN D'NIN |2 27T MY
tricksters and the inhabitants of that place X7 nan A7TANA ATYRY NfAAI DIFNN
were tricksters and that this righteous one "DUNI , NN YTANNY 775 72100 N

came from their midst. To what can she be
compared? "Like a rose among the ['2 MWIYT? NnIT XD PY1L,N7TAaN D

thorns". ...O0mninn

Beresheit Raba 60:16 — Yitzhak marries Rivka and (then) Loves her

Isaac then brought her into the tent of his ... IAN DY 2'70KD Ny’ ANl
mother Sarah... And Isaac brought her into i I
the tent of Sarah, his mother-" All the days
that Sarah was alive, a cloud was connected
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she died, the cloud stopped [resting at her DM 72 .2V INIX TN NP2 DRAY (1)
tent.] And when Rebecca came, the cloud NINIMD NINYT '2 DR "YW NN'NY

returned. All the days that Sarah was alive,
the doors were open wide. When she died,
the wideness stopped. And when Rebecca
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came, the wideness returned. And all the NI DRt DY ANY oM 721 .annn
days that Sarah was alive, there was a MY NNAY |1'21,NeY2 NN7YN NI
blessing in her dough, and when Sarah died, N7 NNAY (1,070 ANIN D709

that blessing ended. When Rebecca came . i i
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[the blessing] returned. All the days that L NRGZ MY NIy b, 79 AT

Sarah was alive, there was a candle that nnaRy 1l vy 77 W nv ‘2 7

would burn from Sabbath Eve to [the next] QTN NP NRAY D10 MIK P02
Sabbath Eve, and when she died, the candle
stopped [burning for so long]. And when
Rebecca came, [the week-long flame of the
candle] returned.

ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES of RIVKA's EVOLVING CONVICTION and PURPOSE

Rivka evolves in the Torah as a person with deep conviction, a person of purpose.
She is committed to a very particular vision. She didn't just leave her family to get
away from her environment, to just anywhere. She chose Avraham's family.

The Torah tells us Rivka was beautiful. But her beauty, as with real beauty, is an
external manifestation of an internal beauty, a clarity, an empathy and a sense of
purpose.

'WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



mailto:tovahleah@pardes.org.il
file:///C:/Song_of_Songs.2.2
file:///C:/Song_of_Songs.2.2
file:///C:/Genesis.25.20

Institute of Jewish Studies tovahleah@pardes.org.il

€
g CHAYEI SARAH - LOOKING for LOVE
- Pardes o110 NOV. 2020] CHESHVAN 5781

When she is wrought with despair when she does not get pregnant — she wants a
family, it not enough to be with a husband no matter how much he loves her. She
wants a future, with children to pass on the values of the family she has chosen, the
family of Sarah and Avraham..

She is so dedicated to this vision that she risks losing BOTH her husband (who could
have disowned her) and her son YAKOV (who could have died, and who did leave
for years on end) by setting Yakov up to receive his father's blessing. While
choosing deception over communication is a pretty sure road to devastation in our
relationships.

N evertheless, in this one occasion, Rivka saw the decision as one of absolute
necessity in order to preserve the future of the revolution that Avraham and Sarah
had begun — going against the permissive and promiscuous, idolatrous and
aggressive, often violent culture of the Ancient Near East that she knew. Rivka
believed that only Yakov would be able to pull off the challenge of living with ethical
monotheistic values that would eventually shape a new world culture.

For Reflection with a Friend:
What are the foundational values you share, or would like to share with your life
partner?

Share a moment where you stood by your convictions and challenged your partner.

Share an example of empathy from your own life. When have you experienced an
extraordinary — or simple — act of empathy and kindness in a way that impacted your
life?

What small act of empathy and kindness have you done or can you do for your
partner today?
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