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“Do Not Go Near a Woman:”  

But Didn’t We All Stand at Sinai? 

Judy Klitsner 

 

1. Shemot 19: 14-15 
 

ם וּ שִמְלֹתָָֽ ֵּ֧יְכַבְסָ֖ ם וַָֽ שׁ֙ אֶת־הָעָָ֔ ם וַיְקַדֵּ ר אֶל־הָעָָ֑ ה מִן־הָהָָ֖ ֵּ֧רֶד מֹשֶֶׁ֛ ים  :וַיֵּ  שֶת יָמִָ֑ ים לִשְלֹֹ֣ ם הֱי֥וּ נְכֹנִָ֖ אמֶרׁ֙ אֶל־הָעָָ֔ ֹׁ֙ וּ וַי ל־תִגְשָ֖ אַָֽ

ה   :אֶל־אִשָָֽ

Moses came down from the mountain to the people and warned the people to stay pure, 

and they washed their clothes. And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day: do 

not go near a woman.” 

2. Judith Plaskow, Standing Again at Sinai 

There is perhaps no verse in the Torah more disturbing to the feminist than Moses’ warning to 
his people in Exodus 19:15, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman.” For here, at 
the very moment that the Jewish people stand at Mount Sinai ready to enter into the 
covenant… Moses addresses the community only as men… At the central moment of Jewish 
history, women are invisible… This verse sets forth a pattern recapitulated again and again in 
Jewish sources…. On the one hand, of course we were there; on the other, how is it then that 
the text could imply we were not there? 

3. Phyllis Trible, “Depatriachalizing in Biblical Interpretation” 

The women’s movement errs when it dismisses the Bible as inconsequential or condemns it as 
enslaving. In rejecting Scripture women ironically accept male chauvinistic interpretations and 
thereby capitulate to the very view they are protesting. But there is another way: to reread (not 
rewrite) the bible without the blinders… the hermeneutical challenge is to translate biblical 
faith without sexism.”   

4. Bereishit 3: 16-19 

ךְׁ֙ תְשוּקָתֵָּ֔  ים וְאֶל־אִישֵּ י בָנִָ֑ לְדִֹ֣ ָֽ צֶב תֵּ ךְ בְעֶָ֖ רֹנֵָּ֔ ָֽ ֵֹּ֣֧ךְ וְהֵּ ה אַרְבֶהׁ֙ עִצְבוֹנֵּ ר הַרְבָָּ֤ ה אָמַַ֗ ל־הָאִשָֹ֣ ךְ:אֶָֽ א יִמְשָל־בָָֽ  ךְ וְהוָּ֖

To the woman [God] said, “I will make most severe your pangs in childbearing; in pain shall 
you bear children. Your desire will be to your husband and he shall rule over you.” 

נָה לֻקָָ֑  י מִמֶָ֖ ה כִ֥ אֲדָמָָ֔ וּבְךׁ֙ אֶל־הָֹ֣ ד שָֽ חֶם עַָּ֤ אכַל לֶָ֔ ֹֹ֣ יךׁ֙ ת ת אַפֶׁ֙ עַָּ֤ ם אָמַר... בְזֵּ  ...חְתָ וּלְאָדָֹ֣



2 
 

To the man [God] said… “By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread until you return to 
the earth from which you were taken…” 

5. Shemot 19: 10-11 
 

ֹ֣ךְ אֶ   אמֶר יְקֹוָָּ֤ק אֶל־מֹשֶהׁ֙ לֵּ ֹֹּ֨ ם וַי םל־הָעָָ֔ ם וְקִדַשְתָ֥ וּ שִמְלֹתָָֽ ר וְכִבְסָ֖ וֹם וּמָחָָ֑ וֹם  :הַיָ֖ י׀ בַיֹ֣ י כִֹ֣ וֹם הַשְלִישִָ֑ ים לַיֹ֣ וְהָי֥וּ נְכֹנִָ֖

ד יְקֹוֶָׁ֛ק  י יֵּרֵּ  ֥י לְ הַשְלִשִַ֗ ינֵּ םעֵּ י: כָל־הָעָָ֖ ר סִינָָֽ  עַל־הַ֥

The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and tomorrow. 

Let them wash their clothes. And they should be ready for the third day, for on the third day 

the Lord will descend before the eyes of all the people on Mt. Sinai.  

 

6. Shemot 20:2 
י: ים עַל־פָנַָָֽ֗ ִ֖֜ רִָ֖ ים אֲחֵּ ָ֛֩ אֱלֹהִֹּ֥֨ ֵָּֽ֧ה־לְךֶׁ֛ א יִהְיֶ֥ ָֽ ֹֹ֣  ...ל

You shall not have any other gods before me… 

Ibn Ezra 

 …דבר הכתוב אלהים כנגד מחשבת עובדימו

The text speaks in line with the thoughts of those who worship them… 

7. Bereishit 29: 23, 25, 30, 33 
 

ה אָֹ֣ רֶב וַיִקַחׁ֙ אֶת־לֵּ י בָעֶָ֔ יהָ  וַיְהִֹ֣ לֶָֽ א אֵּ ָֹ֖ יו וַיָב לָָ֑ הּ אֵּ א אֹתָָ֖ ֥ וֹ וַיָבֵּ ה... :בִתָ֔ אָָ֑ וא לֵּ קֶר וְהִנֵּה־הִָ֖ י בַבָֹ֔  ... וַיְהִֹ֣

Evening came and [Laban] took Leah his daughter and brought her to him and he cohabited 

with her… morning came and behold she was Leah… 

ע יְקֹוָקׁ֙ וַיָבאֹׁ֙ גַֹ֣ם אֶ  י־שָמַָּ֤ אמֶר כִָֽ ן֒ וַתַֹ֗ לֶד בֵּ ֹ֣ הַר עוֹד֘ וַתֵּ ה... ותַֹ֣ אָָ֑ ל מִלֵּ ָ֖ ם־אֶת־רָחֵּ ב גַָֽ ל וַיֶאֱהַ֥ כִי ...ל־רָחֵָּ֔ ה אָנ ֹ֔ נוּאָָ֣ י־שְׂ  כִִּֽ

He cohabited with Rahel also, and he loved Rahel more than Leah… [Leah] conceived again and 

…”that I am hatedid, “The Lord has heard bore a son and sa 

Kli Yakar 

אף על פי שבלידת בן ראשון אמרה כי עתה יאהבני אישי וכל שכן שלא ישנאה, ולמה זה אמרה כי שנואה אנכי. 

  ...נראה שהיא סברה שיהיה כן מכל מקום 

Even though in her first birth, she said, “Now my husband will love me”—and he certainly did 

…she thought soit seems  …not hate her! Why did she [now] say, “I am hated?”  

8. Mining and Undermining: Noah and Jonah 
 

• Water, boats, “Yonah,” sin, threatened destruction 

• 40 days, chamas 
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9. Song of Songs  
 

 דודי לי ואני לו

My beloved is mine and I am his (2:16)… 

 אני לדודי ועלי תשוקתו

I am my beloved’s and his desire is for me (7:11)… 

י:  ינִׁ ִֽ יעִׁ ךְ הַשְמִׁ ים לְקוֹלֵֵ֖ ִ֥ יבִׁ ים מַקְשִׁ ִ֛ ים חֲבֵרִׁ בֶת בַגַנִִּׁ֗  הַיּוֹשֶֶׁ֣

O you who dwell in gardens, a lover is listening. Let me hear your voice (8:13)... 

 


