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1. Bamidbar Rabbah 2:3
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The Blessed Holy One loved them with a great love in making
them flags like those of the ministering angels, so that they
would be recognizable. From whence do we know that this is
love for Israel? As Solomon said (Song of Songs 2:4) “He
brought me to the banquet room And his banner of love was
over me.” When the Blessed Holy One was revealed on Mount
Sinai, twenty-two myriads of angels descended with God, as it
says, “God’s chariots are myriads upon myriads, thousands
upon thousands” (Psalms 68:18) and all of them are made of
flags upon flags, as it says, “flagged among the myriad” (Song
of Songs 5:1). Once Israel saw them composed of flags and
flags, they themselves started desiring flags. They declared
“My God, we want to be made flags like them.”...The Blessed
Holy One said, “Just as you have desired to make flags, on your
life, I will fulfill your request, as it says “God will fulfill all of your
requests” (Ps. 20:6)
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2. Netivot Shalom, Parshat Bamidbar p. 14
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With reference to this [midrash], just as in earthly kingdoms, the
flag functions to single out each nation for itself, and it is for this
reason that every nation has its own flag. Similarly, beyond the
general flag, every military unit and the like has a special flag,
because each one has a special function which singles it out from
other units. The flag is the symbol of the special function of each
unit. And every soldier has a special symbol reflecting their
connection to that unit.

For this reason, the angels have many levels, such as melakhim,
seraphim, hayot, and ofanei hakodesh, and every single one of
them has unbounded special functions. And that is the idea of the
flags for the angels, as indicated by the midrash: “Michael together
with his flag, Gavriel together with his flag,” that everyone has a
special path in Divine service through which they service the
Blessed God.

Thus, Israel desired that they should be made flags--because when
Israel saw the innumerable mass of angels, flag after flag; that
every one of them is connected to their special mission. They too
wanted clarity to know their function and purpose like angels.
Because the worst thing is when a person wanders without any
mission or purpose in their world, and they have no idea why they
are alive or what their work is in this world or why they have been
placed in the world.

And this is why the Blessed Holy One said to them: “By your lives!

[ will fulfill your wish,” and with this in mind the matter of the flags of
Israel points to the special function of every Jew on earth. Every
Jew is designated a particular mission in fulfilling Divine will for
which they were put on earth. And that person should know what
their mission and purpose is in the world. And this is the
expression of God’s tremendous love for Israel that was revealed
through flags, as it says “his banner of love was over me”—and
they made them flags for My name, demonstrating that they are My
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children and My army. For the great love the Blessed Holy One has
for Israel is the clarity to know the purpose and special mission of
the Jew in their world, which is the significance of the flags.

And that is the eternal subject of this Torah passage, that begins
with a counting of the children of Israel to demonstrate that every
Jew is a small world to themselves; as we have explained about the
verse [enumerating Israel] “by their clans, according to their
ancestral houses, telling their names” [Numbers 1:2] which hints
that every Jew has a name and narrative unto themselves including
a special purpose and mission for which they are put in this world.
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And it is especially possible to understand this matter on the Holy
Shabbat, as mentioned in the Shabbat song “All who sanctify the
seventh day”, because all week a Jew is distracted and confused
without calm of mind, and thus does not have the clarity to know
their camp and flag. Only on the Holy Shabbat do they have that
clarity and calm.
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What are the multiple identities/flags that you wave that give you a sense of mission and of

being loved?
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