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Please read Parshat Shelach Lecha, Numbers / Bamidbar ch. 13-14 and Deuteronomy
/ Devarim ch. 1 in Hebrew and in translation.

Talmud Taanit 29a
Rabi Yohanan said: The people cried all that
night. That night was 9 bÁv. God said to them
you cried with futility, a wasted crying,
[because you allowed yourselves to be misled
by the pessimism of your leaders] I will now
give you something to cry about for all
generations.
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 לדורות

Pirkei Avot 2:9
Rabbi Yochanan] said to them: Go and see
which is the best trait for a person to
acquire. Said Rabbi Eliezer: A good eye.
Said Rabbi Joshua: A good friend. Said
Rabbi Yossei: A good neighbor. Said Rabbi
Shimon: To see what is born [out of ones
actions]. Said Rabbi Elazar: A good heart.
Said He to them: I prefer the words of
Elazar the son of Arach to yours, for his
words include all of yours.

רָהדֶרֶךְאֵיזוֹהִיוּרְאוּצְאוּ:1לָהֶםאָמַר ישָׁ
י אֱלִיעֶזרֶ אוֹמֵר, יִּדְבַּק בָּהּ הָאָדָם. רַבִּ שֶׁ

עַ אוֹמֵר, חָבֵר טוֹב. י יהְוֹשֻׁ עַיןִ טוֹבָה. רַבִּ
מְעוֹן י שִׁ כֵן טוֹב. רַבִּ י יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר, שָׁ רַבִּ
י אֶלְעָזרָ אוֹמֵר, הָרוֹאֶה אֶת הַנּוֹלָד. רַבִּ

אוֹמֵר, לֵב טוֹב. אָמַר לָהֶם, רוֹאֶה אֲניִ אֶת
כְלַל בִּ בְרֵיכֶם, שֶׁ ן עֲרָךְ מִדִּ בְרֵי אֶלְעָזרָ בֶּ דִּ

בְרֵיכֶם בָרָיו דִּ .דְּ

Questions for Reflection
1. Share with others your optimism about Israel. What is good about Israel? In

what ways has Israel made an impact on your life? On your community? On
communities – Jewish or non Jewish – beyond your own?

2. Do you have a critique of Israel? If so, how can you share it in a
constructive, caring way, and with whom is it appropriate to share so that it
will do good and not harm?

3. What connects you to Israel? What is your buy in? What do you do for
Israel? Is there more you would like to be able to do?

MITZVA of TZITZIT Bamidbar 15:37-41
And God spoke unto Moshe, saying, Speak
unto the children of Israel, and bid them that
they make them fringes on the corners of
their garments throughout their generations
and that they put upon the tzitzis of the
corners a thread of turquoise wool; And it
shall be unto you for a tzitzit, that ye may
look upon it, and remember all the mitzvot

 דַּבֵּרלח וַיּאֹמֶר יהְוָה, אֶל-משֶֹׁה לֵּאמרֹ.  לז
לָהֶםאֶל-בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל, וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵהֶם, וְעָשׂוּ

צִיצִת עַל-כַּנפְֵי בִגדְֵיהֶם, לְדרֹתָֹם; וְנתְָנוּ
 וְהָיהָלטעַל-צִיצִת הַכָּנףָ, פְּתִיל תְּכֵלֶת.  

לָכֶם, לְצִיצִת, וּרְאִיתֶם אתֹוֹ וּזכְַרְתֶּם
אֶת-כָּל-מִצְותֺ יהְוָה, וַעֲשִׂיתֶם אתָֹם;
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of God, and do them; so that you not go
touring after your own heart and your
own eyes, after which you follow
immorally: That you may remember, and do
all My mitzvot, and be sanctified unto your
God. I am Adonai your God, Who brought
you out of the Land of Egypt, to be your
God: I am Adonai your God.

, וְאַחֲרֵיאַחֲרֵי לְבַבְכֶםוְלֹא-תָתוּרוּ
עֵיניֵכֶם, אֲשֶׁר-אַתֶּם זנֹיִם,

 לְמַעַן תִּזכְְּרוּ, וַעֲשִׂיתֶםמאַחֲרֵיהֶם.  
אֶת-כָּל-מִצְותָֺי; וִהְייִתֶם קְדשִֹׁים,

 אֲניִ יהְוָה אֱלֹהֵיכֶם, אֲשֶׁרמאלֵאלֹהֵיכֶם.  
הוֹצֵאתִי אֶתְכֶם מֵאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ, לִהְיוֹת לָכֶם,

  לֵאלֹהִים:  אֲניִ, יהְוָה אֱלֹהֵיכֶם
Parshat Shelach Lecha ends again with a request of the eyes. And the heart. Regarding
the mitzvah of tzizit which we say every day in the Shema, that same word is used –
LATUR, which means not only to tour, but to sort through what we see in order to
choose the best. It's telling us to hold off making choices based on what our eyes see,
until our heart is focused on choosing to see the good.

A Personal postscript: In any relationship Rebuking, Reproving, Critiquing, can be
helpful and are likely to be listened to, and even embraced when the critique is
constructive and delivered with love, care and concern. Successful institutions, and
wise people ask for critique – what can we do better? With a caring and optimistic
attitude, it is fine to review any person and any institution, organization or policy. But
to draw conclusions that dismiss the entire person, enterprise or organization is like
touring with a broken compass. Broken compasses when used to lead the way, may
lead to demoralization and devastation for those who choose to follow.
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