Chukkat 5781 — real leaders fail

Bamidbar 20:1-2
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The Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, and the people stayed at
Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there. The community was without water, and they joined
against Moses and Aaron.

Rashi Bamidbar 20:2
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AND THERE WAS NO WATER FOR THE CONGREGATION — Since this statement follows immediately
after the mention of Miriam’s death, we may learn from it that during the entire forty years they had
the “well” through Miriam’s merit (Taanit 9a).

Bamidbar 20:28
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Moses stripped Aaron of his vestments and put them on his son Eleazar, and Aaron died there on the
summit of the mountain. When Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain,

Devarim 24:9
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Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam on the journey after you left Egypt.

Kohelet 7:20
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For there is not one good man on earth who does what is best and doesn’t err.

Rashi Kohelet 7:20
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For there is not a righteous man on earth. Therefore, he must examine his actions.


/Taanit.9a
/Taanit.9a

Bamidbar 20:3-12
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The people quarreled with Moses, saying, “If only we had perished when our brothers perished at the
instance of the LORD! Why have you brought the LORD’s congregation into this wilderness for us and
our beasts to die there? Why did you make us leave Egypt to bring us to this wretched place, a place
with no grain or figs or vines or pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!” Moses and Aaron
came away from the congregation to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces. The
Presence of the LORD appeared to them, and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “You and your brother
Aaron take the rod and assemble the community, and before their very eyes order the rock to yield its
water. Thus you shall produce water for them from the rock and provide drink for the congregation and
their beasts.” Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as He had commanded him. Moses and Aaron
assembled the congregation in front of the rock; and he said to them, “Listen, you rebels, shall we get
water for you out of this rock?” And Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod. Out
came copious water, and the community and their beasts drank. But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“Because you did not trust Me enough to affirm My sanctity in the sight of the Israelite people,
therefore you shall not lead this congregation into the land that | have given them.”

Rambam Eight Chapters ch. 4
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...likewise, the moral man will constantly examine his characteristics, weigh his deeds, and daily
investigate his psychic condition; and if, at any time, he finds his soul deviating to one extreme or
another, he will immediately hasten to apply the proper remedy, and not suffer an evil aptitude to
acquire strength, as we have shown, by a constant repetition of that evil action which it occasioned. He
is, like- wise, bound to be mindful of his defects, and constantly to endeavor to remedy them, as we
have said above, for it is impossible for any man to be free from all faults. Philosophers tell us that it is
most difficult and rare to find a man who, by his nature, is endowed with every perfection, moral as well




as mental. This thought is expressed often in the prophetical books, as, "Behold in his servants he
putteth no trust, and his angels he chargeth with folly", "How can man be justified with God? or how can
be pure one that is born of woman?", and Solomon says of mankind in general, "For no man is so
righteous upon earth that he should do always good, and never sin"...
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Thou knowest, also, that God said to our teacher Moses, the master of former and later ages, "Because
ye have not confided in me, to sanctity me", "because ye rebelled against my order at the waters of
Meribah", "because ye did not sanctify me". All this (God said) although the sin of Moses consisted
merely in that he departed from the moral mean of patience to the extreme of wrath in so far as he
exclaimed, "Hear now ye rebels" etc., yet for this God found fault with him that such a man as he should
show anger in the presence of the entire community of Israel, where wrath is unbecoming. This was a
profanation of God's name, because men imitated the words and conduct of Moses, hoping thereby to
attain temporal and eternal happiness. How could he, then, allow his wrath free play, since it is a
pernicious characteristic, arising, as we have shown, from an evil psychic condition? The divine words,
"Ye (Israel) have rebelled against me" are, however, to be explained as follows. Moses was not speaking
to ignorant and vicious people, but to an assembly, the most insignificant of whose women, as the sages
put it, were on a plane with Ezekiel, the son of Buzi. So, when Moses said or did anything, they subjected
his words or actions to the most searching examination. Therefore, when they saw that he waxed
wrathful, they said, "He has no moral imperfection, and did he not know that God is angry with us for
demanding water, and that we have stirred up the wrath of God, he would not have been angry with
us". However, we do not find that when God spoke to Moses about this matter He was angry, but on the
contrary, said, "Take the staff . . . and give drink to the congregation and their cattle". We have, indeed,
digressed from the subject of this chapter, but have, | hope, satisfactorily solved one of the most difficult
passages of Scripture concerning which there has been much arguing in the attempt to state exactly
what the sin was which Moses committed. Let what others have said be compared with our opinion, and
the truth will surely prevail.
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Now, let me return to my subject. If a man will always carefully discriminate as regards his actions,
directing them to the medium course, he will reach the highest degree of perfection possible to a

human being, thereby approaching God, and sharing in His happiness. This is the most acceptable way of
serving God which the sages, too, had in mind when they wrote the words, "He who ordereth his course
aright is worthy of seeing the salvation of God, as it is said, 'to him that ordereth his course aright will |
show, will | show the salvation of God!' (Psalms 50:23) Do not read vesam but vesham derek". Shumah
means "weighing" and "valuation". This is exactly the idea which we have explained in this chapter. This
is all we think necessary to be said on this subject.

Gur Aryeh on Bamidbar 20:12
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In reality, when one knows the truth they will recognize that these two transgressions - the declaration
'hear now you rebels' and striking the rock twice - are actually one sin. Since many are confused in their
attempts to explain this matter, unable to clarify the truth of the transgression, it is necessary to explain.
Know then that the sin of Moshe and Aharon is just as it is written in the verse "Because you did not
believe in Me enough to affirm My sanctity ..." (Num. 20:12) The fact that they struck the rock twice,
despite the miracle which was being done for them, is itself is a loss of faith because they acted out of
anger. One who fulfills God's commandments in an angry way, as they did by declaring 'hear now you
rebels' and striking the rock, especially when such a miracle is being done for them, has no faith. Faith
means that one who trusts in God feel only joy. The meaning of faith is that one believes in God, trusts
in him, and with that trust comes joy. Where there is anger, there is no faith.


/Numbers.20.12

