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Some time afterward, God put Abraham to
the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” and he
answered, “Here | am.”

And He said, “Take your son, your favored
one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah, and bring him up there as/
for a burnt offering on one of the heights
that | will point out to you.”

So he awoke early next morning, Abraham
saddled his ass and took with him two of
his servants and his son Isaac. He split
the wood for the burnt offering, and he set
out for the place of which God had told
him.

On the third day, Abraham looked up and
saw the place from afar.

Then Abraham said to his servants, “You
stay here with the donkey. The boy and |
will go up there; we will worship| and we
will return to you.”

Abraham took the wood for the burnt
offering and placed it on his son Isaac. He
himself took the firestone® Lit. “fire.” and
the knife; and the two walked off together.

Then Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.”
And he said, “Here are the firestone and
the wood; but where is the sheep for the
burnt offering?”

And Abraham said, “God will see to /
choose the sheep for His burnt offering, my
son.” And the two of them walked on
together.

They arrived at the place of which God had
told him. Abraham built an altar there; he
laid out the wood; he bound his son
Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood.

And Abraham picked up the knife to slay
his son.
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Then an angel of the LORD called to him 5 2 o,
from heaveg' “Abraham! Abraham!” And n'nvn In i j’ V(L‘m Illm Nj".!!
- - ’ 0 N DNIAX | DDAX NN
he answered, “Here | am. ¥ 7 : s <
And he said, “Do not raise your hand TN WANTIN AT NZYUNTIR NN
against the boy, or do anything to him. For ) 'nu'l' DAY | NRIXN I'7 wyn
now | know that you fear God, since you 127NN ROWN NYI nAR D'AYN X!

have not withheld your son, your

favored one, from Me.” SI0N AT'NINY

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell 2RTMINI R 1Y DINAX XY
upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its n-njx ']'7l| N7 7202 TNX) AN
horns. So Abraham went and took the ram

. A ;12 nnp Ny '7 n'w-l RN NP
and offered it up as a burnt offering in N gy T =

place of his son. ) )
NI DIyRN~0OY DX R,

171
And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh | L' 1A DIfD AR WYX DX | D!
(God will see / choose) hence the present N
saying, “On the mount of the LORD He o

(the presence of God)/ he (the one or _ . 5 AN
nation who sacrifices) will be seen / 1M NIY DRIRTX AL AR K7L

chosen. .n!nw'n

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham | qgjx [u!.'D NIN'"DX) 'AYAYI '3 INT
a second time from heaven, and said, “By NN DWN NI Nt _D'_n Iy DY

Myself | swear (language of an OATH), R

such the LORD declares: Because you ATNINR A

have done this and have not withheld

your son, your favored one, ‘:];nrn N NN n‘;']._! AN DA
n9W-7y WX 7iM] DD 122ID?

| will bestow My blessing upon you and
make your descendants as numerous as
the stars of heaven and the sands on the

seashore; and your descendants shall "ja 79 IR WY YT 7N
inherit the gates (towns) of their IL.’I-’J nunw '\WR 1|7_") YD
enemies. o o )

TA! N ay - N j1
All the nations of the earth shall become ran: Dl? 111 1Y) I7IN DX A
blessed by your descendants, because IXQD DPIAX QY YIY INDTIN

[ S

you have obeyed My voice.” vy

Abraham then returned to his servants,
and they departed together for Beer-
sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-
sheba.
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Rav Kook - Letters

The absolute self surrender characteristic of idolatry in which
primitive man found his be all and end all, until it triumphed over
parental pity and made cruelty towards sons and daughters the
keynote of Molech worship, springs from an inner hidden conviction
that the Divine is more precious than anything else and all that is
beloved and admired is as nought before it.

...When the Divine light had to shine forth in its purity, it was
revealed in the fierceness of its brightness in the trial of Avraham
which showed that the passion and self surrender in a Divine cause
did not have to take the disgusting form of idol worship in which the
Divine spark of good has become completely lost...

All these are obvious matters. The distinctive and unusual feature
added here is that the self surrender involved in communion with the
Divine on the higher spiritual plane can be no less ecstatic....

Beresheit Raba 56:8

Avraham stretched out his hand NIN LI X DDN2X N7V ...
to take the knife, and his eyes "I |'aoh NN -70-7 - 'mM

were spilling over_wﬂh tears, and NiyNT Ni79i1 NIYRT NiTIIN
his tears were falling into the : T :

open eyes of Yitzhak, tears of Y !D-IJY,JI_‘J'})Q 7nx! 79 1w
fatherly compassion, and NAY 270 2 '9 7V QN1 ,NAN
nevertheless his heart was LN |ixY niwyY?
joyous to do the will of his

Creator.
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