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Beresheit ch. 22 
 

Some time afterward, God put Abraham to 
the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” and he 
answered, “Here I am.”  

And He said, “Take your son, your favored 
one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of Moriah, and bring him up there as/ 
for a burnt offering on one of the heights 
that I will point out to you.”  

So he awoke early next morning, Abraham 
saddled his ass and took with him two of 
his servants and his son Isaac. He split 
the wood for the burnt offering, and he set 
out for the place of which God had told 
him.  

On the third day, Abraham looked up and 
saw the place from afar.  

Then Abraham said to his servants, “You 
stay here with the donkey. The boy and I 
will go up there; we will worship and we 
will return to you.”  

Abraham took the wood for the burnt 
offering and placed it on his son Isaac. He 
himself took the firestonea Lit. “fire.” and 
the knife; and the two walked off together.  

Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” 
And he said, “Here are the firestone and 
the wood; but where is the sheep for the 
burnt offering?”  

And Abraham said, “God will see to / 
choose the sheep for His burnt offering, my 
son.” And the two of them walked on 
together.  

They arrived at the place of which God had 
told him. Abraham built an altar there; he 
laid out the wood; he bound his son 
Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood.  

And Abraham picked up the knife to slay 
his son.  

ים הָא    ִ֣ י אַחַר֙ הַדְבָר  ה וַיְה ִ֗ סָָּ֖ ים נ  אֱלֹה   ה וְהִָ֣ לֶּ
ר  אמֶּ ם וַי ֹּ֥ יו אַבְרָהָָּ֖ לָ  ר א  אמֶּ ם וַי ִ֣ ת־אַבְרָהָָ֑ אֶּ

י׃  נ  ֵּֽ נ   ה 

ר־ ידְךָ֤ אֲשֶּ ֵּֽ ת־יְח  נְךָ֨ אֶּ ת־ב  א אֶּ ר קַח־נָָ֠ אמֶּ וַי ֹּ֡
ץ  רֶּ ָּ֖ ל־אֶּ ךְ־לְך  אֶּ ק וְלֶָּ֨ צְחָ  ת־י  בְתָ֙ אֶּ אָהַ֙

הוּ שָם֙  ָ֤ יָָ֑ה וְהַעֲל  ר  ההַמ  ד  לְעֹל ָ֔ ל אַחִַ֣ עַַ֚
יך׃  ֵּֽ לֶּ ר א  מַֹּ֥ ר א  ָּ֖ ים אֲשֶּ הָר   ֵּֽ  הֶּ

םו ר ו ַיַשְכ ֵּ֨ קֶּ ם בַב ִ֗ וֹ ַיַֽחֲבֹשׁ֙ אַבְרָהָָ֜ ר  ת־חֲמ  אֶּ
ח קַַּ֞ וֹ  וַיִּ ק בְנָ֑ צְחִָ֣ ת י  ָּ֖ וֹ וְא  ת  י נְעָרָיו֙ א  ָ֤ ת־שְנ  אֶּ
ה  וַיְבַקַעׁ֙  לָ  י ע  ִ֣ ָּ֣קׇםעֲצ  וֹם  וַי   ל־הַמָקָּ֖ ךְ אֶּ לֶּ וַי  

מַר־לֹּ֥  ר־אֵָּֽ ים׃ אֲשֶּ ֵּֽ  וֹ הָאֱלֹה 

י  יש ִ֗ וֹם הַשְל  אבַיִ֣ ש ֵּ֨ ינָָ֛יו  וַיִּ ת־ע  ם אֶּ אַבְרָהָָ֧
ָּ֣רְא ק׃  וַיַ  רָח ֵּֽ וֹם מ  ת־הַמָקָּ֖  אֶּ

יו ל־נְעָרִָ֗ ם אֶּ ר אַבְרָהָָ֜ אמֶּ כ  ם וַי ָ֨ ה֙  שְבוּ־ל  פ 
עַר  י וְהַנַ  ִ֣ וֹר וַאֲנ  ם־הַחֲמ  ֵּֽ ָ֖הע  לְכ  ה  נ  עַד־כ ָ֑

ה וּב  ש  ָ֖ה וְנ  שְתַחֲו  ֽ ם׃  וְנִּ ֵּֽ יכֶּ  אֲל 

ח קֵַּ֨ ה  וַיִּ לִָ֗ י הָע  ִ֣ ת־עֲצ  ם אֶּ םׁ֙ אַבְרָהָָ֜ ש  עַל־ וַי ׁ֙
וֹ ו ק בְנ  צְחִָ֣ חי  קַ  ת־ ַיִּ ש וְאֶּ ָּ֖ ת־הָא  וֹ אֶּ בְיָד 
ת  ָ֑לֶּ מַאֲכֶּ וּ הֵַּֽ לְכ  ו׃וַי  ם יַחְדֵָּֽ ָּ֖ יהֶּ   שְנ 

ר  אמֶּ יו֙ וַי ִ֣ ם אָב  ל־אַבְרָהָָ֤ ק אֶּ צְחָָ֜ ר י  אמֶּ וַי ָ֨
 ֵּֽ ִ֣נ  נֶּ ר ה  אמֶּ י וַי ָּ֖ ש֙ אָב   ָ֤ה הָא  נ  ר ה  אמֶּ י וַי ִ֗ ָ֑ י בְנ 

ה׃  לֵָּֽ ה לְע  ָּ֖ ֹּ֥ה הַשֶּ ים וְאַי  צ   ע   וְהִָ֣

ה  ָ֛ וֹ הַשֶּ ה־לֹּ֥ רְאֶּ ים י  ם אֱלֹה ִ֞ ר֙ אַבְרָהָ  אמֶּ וַי ֙
ו׃  ם יַחְדֵָּֽ ָּ֖ יהֶּ וּ שְנ  לְכֹּ֥ י וַי  ָ֑ לָָּ֖ה בְנ   לְע 

אוּ ו בֹֹ֗ ים֒ ַי  וֹ הָאֱלֹה  מַר־לִ֣ ר אֵָּֽ ִ֣ ל־הַמָקוֹם֮ אֲשֶּ ֵּֽ אֶּ
ב   חַ  ןוַיִֵּּ֨ זְב   ת־הַמ  ם אַבְרָהָם֙ אֶּ ךְשָָ֤ ָּ֣יַעֲרָֹ֖  וַֽ

ים  ָ֑ צ  ת־הָע  ָּ֣יַעֲקֹדׁ֙ אֶּ וֹ  וַֽ ק בְנ  צְחִָ֣ ת־י  םאֶּ ָּ֤ש   וַי 
ים׃  ֵּֽ צ  עַל לָע  מַָּ֖ חַ מ  זְב   תוֹ֙ עַל־הַמ   א 

ח שְלַָּ֤ וֹ  וַיִּ ת־יָד  ח אַבְרָהָם֙ אֶּ קַָ֖ ת־וַיִּ אֶּ
ת  ָ֑לֶּ מַאֲכֶּ טהֵַּֽ שְחָֹ֖ וֹ׃  לִּ ת־בְנֵּֽ  אֶּ

[GN1 ]הערות עם : 
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Then an angel of the LORD called to him 
from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And 
he answered, “Here I am.”  

And he said, “Do not raise your hand 
against the boy, or do anything to him. For 
now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your 
favored one, from Me.”  

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell 
upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its 
horns. So Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering in 
place of his son.  

And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh 
(God will see / choose) hence the present 
saying, “On the mount of the LORD He 
(the presence of God)/ he (the one or 
nation who sacrifices) will be seen / 
chosen. 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham 
a second time from heaven, and said, “By 
Myself I swear (language of an OATH), 
such the LORD declares: Because you 
have done this and have not withheld 
your son, your favored one,  

I will bestow My blessing upon you and 
make your descendants as numerous as 
the stars of heaven and the sands on the 
seashore; and your descendants shall 
inherit the gates (towns) of their 
enemies.  

All the nations of the earth shall become 
blessed by your descendants, because 
you have obeyed My voice.”  

Abraham then returned to his servants, 
and they departed together for Beer-
sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-
sheba. 

 

קְרָָ֨  ם וַי  י  ן־הַשָמַ  וָה֙ מ  ךְ יְה  יו מַלְאַָ֤ לָָ֜ א א 
ר  אמֶּ םוַי ָּ֖ ה   ם ׀ אַבְר  ָ֑ ה  י׃  אַבְר  נ  ֵּֽ נ  ר ה  אמֶּ  וַי ָּ֖

עַר וְאַל־ ל־הַנַ  ָֽדְך֙ אֶּ ח יֵָּֽ שְלַָ֤ ר אַל־ת  אמֶּ וַי ִ֗
י ִ֣ וּמָה כ  וֹ מְאָ֑ עַשׂ לָּ֖ י־ תַֹּ֥ ֽ י כִּ עְתִּ דַֹ֗ ה י  ׀ עַת  
ה  ת  יםׁ֙ אַָ֔ א אֱלֹהִּ ָּ֤ נְךֹּ֥ יְר  ת־ב  כְתָ אֶּ א חָשַָׂ֛ וְל ֹּ֥
י׃  נ  ֵּֽ מֶּ ידְךָּ֖ מ  ת־יְח   אֶּ

ל  י  נ ה־אַ  יו וַיַרְא֙ וְה  ינִָ֗ ת־ע  ם אֶּ א אַבְרָהָָ֜ שָָ֨ וַי 
ךְ אַבְרָהָם֙  לֶּ ָ֤ ךְ בְקַרְנָָ֑יו וַי  ז בַסְבַָּ֖ אֱחַֹּ֥ ר נֶּ אַחַַ֕
וֹ׃  חַת בְנֵּֽ לָָּ֖ה תַֹּ֥ הוּ לְע  ֹּ֥ ל וַיַעֲל  י  ת־הָאַ  ח אֶּ קִַ֣  וַי 

קְ  וּא וַי  וֹם הַהָּ֖ ם־הַמָקֹּ֥ ֵּֽ ם ש  א אַבְרָהָָ֛ רָָ֧
וִָ֣ה וָָּ֖ה  ׀ יְה  ר יְה  וֹם בְהַֹּ֥ ר הַי  ִ֣ ר֙ י אָמ  ה אֲשֶּ ָ֑ רְאֶּ י 

ה׃  ֵּֽ  י רָאֶּ

ן־ ית מ  ָּ֖ נ  ם ש  ל־אַבְרָהָָ֑ וָָּ֖ה אֶּ ךְ יְה  א מַלְאַֹּ֥ קְרָָ֛ וַי 
ם׃  י   הַשָמֵָּֽ

 ָ֤ עַן אֲשֶּ י יַַ֚ וָָ֑ה כ ִ֗ י נְאֻם־יְה  עְת  שְבַָּ֖ י נ  ֹּ֥ ר ב  אמֶּ ר יַ ַ֕
ת־ כְתָ אֶּ א חָשַָּׂ֖ ה וְל ֹּ֥ ר הַזֶּ  ת־הַדָבִָ֣ יתָ֙ אֶּ עָשׂ ָ֨

ך׃  ֵּֽ ידֶּ ת־יְח  נְךֹּ֥ אֶּ  ב 

ת ֵּֽ ה אֶּ ָ֤ ה אַרְבֶּ כְךִ֗ וְהַרְבָָ֨ ךְ אֲבָרֶּ ִ֣ י־בָר  ֵּֽ ־זַרְעֲךׁ֙ כ 
ת  ר עַל־שְׂפִַ֣ ָּ֖ וֹל אֲשֶּ ם וְכַחַ֕ י  י הַשָמַ  ִ֣ כְכוֹכְב 

ת  ָּ֖ ש זַרְעֲך  א  רִַ֣  הַיָָ֑ם וְי 

וּ בְזַ  תְבָרְכִ֣ יו׃רְעֲך  וְה  ֽ עַר אֹיְב  ִ֣י  שַ  ל גּוֹי  כ ָּ֖
ר  ֹּ֥ ב אֲשֶּ קֶּ ץ ע ַ֕ רֶּ יהָאָָ֑ ֽ עְת  בְקֹלִּ מַָ֖  ׃ ש 

ו  וּ יַחְדָָּ֖ לְכֹּ֥ מוּ וַי  יו וַיָקָֻ֛ ל־נְעָרָ  ב אַבְרָהָם֙ אֶּ וַיָָ֤שׇׁ
ר  ֹּ֥ בְא  ם ב  ב אַבְרָהָָּ֖ ֹּ֥שֶּ בַע וַי  ר שָָ֑ ִ֣ ל־בְא  אֶּ

בַע׃   שֵָּֽ
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Rav Kook - Letters 

 

The absolute self surrender characteristic of idolatry in which 
primitive man found his be all and end all, until it triumphed over 
parental pity and made cruelty towards sons and daughters the 
keynote of Molech worship, springs from an inner hidden conviction 
that the Divine is more precious than anything else and all that is 
beloved and admired is as nought before it. 

…When the Divine light had to shine forth in its purity, it was 
revealed in the fierceness of its brightness in the trial of Avraham 
which showed that the passion and self surrender in a Divine cause 
did not have to take the disgusting form of idol worship in which the 
Divine spark of good has become completely lost… 

All these are obvious matters. The distinctive and unusual feature 
added here is that the self surrender involved in communion with the 
Divine on the higher spiritual plane can be no less ecstatic…. 

 

 

Beresheit Raba 56:8 

ת יָדוֹ, הוּא  ... שְלַח אַבְרָהָם אֶּ וַי 
ט   חַ יָד ל  ינָיו שוֹל  ין וְע  ת הַסַכ  ל אֶּ

ידוֹת דְמָעוֹת וְנוֹפְלוֹת דְמָעוֹת מוֹר
ל  רַחֲמָנוּתוֹ שֶּ צְחָק מ  ל י  ינָיו שֶּ לְע 
חַ  ב שָׂמ  ן הַל  י כ  אַבָא, וְאַף עַל פ 

 ,לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן יוֹצְרוֹ

Avraham stretched out his hand 
to take the knife, and his eyes 
were spilling over with tears, and 
his tears were falling into the 
open eyes of Yitzhak, tears of 
fatherly compassion, and 
nevertheless his heart was 
joyous to do the will of his 
Creator. 
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