n7v'1 NWS
1"ann NLU'Y - 012% N'0 NIAX NYWYN

This week, we will examine the famous doctrine of "Ma’aseh Avot Siman Lebanim." This
meta-historical theory has been applied by many commentators throughout Sefer Bereshit, however,
it is in this Parsha that the Ramban truly “goes to town” with this theory.

A7 ;o n'uxM "'ann

T2 07X IR N9, 1IN TR TN 17RALTAY DR 2"pn '2'%0 D VTN DIRTY NwI9nN nanda (T)
DY 11'2X7 YR AWK 70 D NNIT? TAT TIY D2 WLINYD' 702 N7¥N] 7TNWNIEINEZTYA N0 X7 KDY TIY
['ATNY DTN NYW7WYT 1YY 'ATIY 24X 7¢ 1172 TARY 117 1IXDIELIYY "2 DY T'AN 127 VIR I'NR 1YY
NYIDN [N DTN TATN 1'NIQY IR 12D1,781071 NNAY ,Nnnn T NN DT 79017, 1nxy DX XN
(10 27,027 |707) VDT CWNRD NXRTN

TNT YT 17 W' ,2200 YINA QW' ARIDITR T 7V 78I YN 221 DM - 'YW XX NN IWY IR
72V D'NDNN INI0DN NDILIXIRT DR 'R NI7WY DFTRNT WY YA 'Y2IX TN |3 7V ,0WNn 2Ny IX DITX
N7 N AT, 0" Apn 17 ML (T D "7wn) 1a270 TR 2'Thn (2 ) N2 'YK AR T
2APY' )TV MK DD 17 NINE YR N7un

190) D'NINN DY N1 IX IY N DN D L,0TR T2 1IN7'91 170NN 11NIX ' TIN' AT DA 'NYT 21
qDTIN NTI,DTA DNY'91 N0 AN RAILL(TV 1D X112 12'27 2NID D) NN IXAY DNl (N X D'RIMYNN
:(No 19 19'01') 011902 DONISAI 1I'NIAN NATA

“ This Parsha is written to tell us .... that everything which befell our father (Yaakov) with his
brother Esav will occur to us repeatedly in our relations with the children of Esav. [Rome and
the entire Christian world are seen as heirs to the title “Edom” and thus Esav’s children.] We
should teach ourselves to be prepared to act according to the three-pronged strategy that
Yaakov adopted: Prayer, diplomacy and saving ourselves from war- by fleeing and escape.”

“ Rav Huna said, ‘Someone who meddles with a problem which is not his is like a person who
grabs a dog by the ears’. God said to Yaakov: ‘Esav was busy with his own business. Why did
you dispatch a delegation to him?"”

“In my opinion, this detail alludes to the fact that WE WERE THE CAUSE OF OUR OWN
DOWNFALL by the hands of the Rome. In the Second Temple period, the Hasmonean kings
made a treaty with Rome and some of their representatives even went to Rome and in the
end, this was the first step of our falling into their hands.”
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“This too is an allusion: Esav may make plans and decrees which aim at destroying our
name completely but he will succeed in harming only a section of our people in certain
lands. A ruler in one land will make laws and edicts against Jewish property and Jewish
lives and a leader in another land will have compassion in his country and will save the
remnant.... See that this detail also alludes to future events.”
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“ The whole episode represents future history. That there would come a time when the
descendants of Esav would overcome Yaakov, to the brink of absolute annihilation. This
happened during the days of the Mishna in the generation of Judah ben Baba and his
colleagues. At that time R. Hiyya bar Abba pronounced ‘If a man will say to me, give your
life for the name of God’, | will give it; but on condition that he will put me to death
immediately. A time of torture and forced conversion | could not bear” What did they do in
such times (of forced conversions)? They would bring white hot iron balls and place them
under the armpits and drive their souls from them.

There were other generations who did such things and worse than this but we endured all
and it passed us by, as is intimated by the text : ‘And Yaakov came to Shalem’ (33:18)
(Shalem means whole or perfect) - Yaakov emerged intact.”

This is the way that Prof Hayim Yerushalmi articulates this method of looking at history (See Zakhor
pg.36)

"On the whole, medieval Jewish chronicles tend to assimilate events to old and established
conceptual frameworks. Persecution and suffering are, after all, the result of the condition of
being in exile, and exile itself is the bitter fruit of ancient sins. It is important to realize that
there is also no real desire to find novelty in passing events. Quite to the contrary, there is
a pronounced tendency to subsume even major new events to familiar archetypes, for even
the most terrible events are somehow less terrifying when viewed within old patterns
rather than in their bewildering specificity. Thus the latest oppressor is Haman, and the
court Jew who tries to avoid disaster is Mordecai, Christendom is "Edom" or "Esau," and
Islam is "Ishmael." Geographical names are blithely lifted from the Bible and affixed to
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places the Bible never knew, and so Spain is "Sefarad," France is "Zarefat," Germany is
"Ashkenaz."14 The essential contours of the relations between Jews and gentiles have been
delineated long ago in rabbinic Aggadah, and there is little or no interest in the history of
contemporary gentile nations."

Why should the past become a paradigm for future events?
Why not just see history unrolling on a long linear timeline?
What is the basis of this mode of thinking?

The groundwork for the Ramban's thesis here is articulated in parashat Lech Lecha:
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“ I will tell you a rule to be applied throughout the parshiot of Avraham Yitzchak and
Yaakov. The Rabbis stated this rule as “everything that happened to the fathers is a sign for
the children”. The Torah tells stories, at length, about journeying or well digging and the
like. You might think that these are meaningless detail but in reality they all tell us
something about the future. WHEN AN EVENT OCCURS TO ONE OF THE PROPHETS WHO
ARE OUR FOREFATHERS, HE WILL KNOW THAT IT WILL BE DECREED TO HIS DESCENDENTS
IN SOME FORM.... AND THE EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE NO MATTER WHAT.”
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