.God and Government - Cursing God; Cursing the Judge

"You shall neither curse God nor put a curse upon a
leader of your people." Exodus 22:27
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Rashi
“This is a warning about cursing God, and also a warning
against cursing a judge.”

Rashbam
“The Torah related to the norms of society. Since kings and
judges pronounce law on monetary and capital cases,
people will be likely to curse them.”

I"!:!]

DINTRI,OWN NDQ7 NNTR IT N - 7770 X7 D'NIR (1)
T N

D"awn

,NIN2 2IMDN 12T - XN X7 Iy X'l 7770 X7 09X
12 0'7'a0 ,NIYDI NRIMN T |27 |27 Tni DD7MNY 197
.07777 DX

Rashi (Bereshit 6:2):
“All usage of the term “Elohim” in Tanach indicates a position
of authority”

L9 N'UXIA M'wN
X7Naw D' 70 .0'091IUNI DY A - D7RN A ()
ninn 1YY

Shemot 21
2 When you acquire a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six
years; in the seventh year he shall go free

> But if the slave declares, “I love my master, and my wife
and children: | do not wish to go free,” © his master shall
take him before God. He shall be brought to the door or
the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an
awl...

Rashi
Before God: To the Beit Din — the courts

Shemot 22

® When a man gives money or goods to another for
safekeeping, and they are stolen from the man’s house —
if the thief is caught, he shall pay double; ’ if the thief is
not caught, the owner of the house shall depose before
God that he has not laid hands on the other’s

property. & In all charges of misappropriation —
pertaining to an ox, an ass, a sheep, a garment, or any
other loss, whereof one party alleges, “This is it” — the
case of both parties shall come before God: he whom

God declares guilty shall pay double to the other.
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A Psalm of Asaph.

82 God stands in the divine council;

in the midst of the judges [Elokim] he holds judgment:
2“How long will you judge unjustly

and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
3Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;

maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
“Rescue the weak and the needy;

deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
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.God and Government - Cursing God; Cursing the Judge

*They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
®] said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;
"nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any
prince.”
8 Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for you shall inherit all the nations!

10272 [i"7Y 11
1791 DIYD TNRA
:0'an 722 70N NRX 1D

DRX DN MK N (1)
[HNINA DRI 2K (T)
YD NVOY DAY NN (N)

“I said that you were divine beings, sons of the Most High” (Tehillim 82:6) i "

The Malbim comments:

“Just as it is God’s actions that bring the world, and mankind into existence,
it is the work of Law and Judges that sustain mankind and the world itself.
Since man is social in nature, and it is impossible that people will not have
conflicts and disputes, oppression, and violence. These threaten to
undermine the cohesion and collective living of society, if there is no law or
regulating norm, no law or Judicial powers. From this aspect, one may see
Judges as if they were Gods, creators of the world, because they are
partners; God created the world and they sustain it. Hence the Rabbis
—Talmud Shabbat 10a - state: Every Judge who pronounce a true judgment
is considered if they are a partner to God in the Creation of the World.”
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Netziv Shemot 22:27
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This verse is saying that a person who is in a position of
leadership — denoted by the title Elohim — the norm is that
the public will look for faults and flaws in their leadership
and to gibe them, as it says in Proverbs (24:21) ‘“Fear the
Lord, my son, and the king, and do not mix with dissenters.’
This refers to people who seek to change the leadership
agenda ....
person in a position of authority ... Lo Tekallel — to not scorn
and put them down. ... People have the tendency to try to
bring down any leader who fails to satisfy their own
interests, hence this law.

And here the Torah instructs regarding any

but it should be understood that similarly one is
prohibited from deriding any Jew, the leader was singled out
because people are more prone to this practice, and
because it breaks down the essence of society.”
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Rabbi David Zvi Hoffman
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Mishlei/24.21
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Devarim/27.16
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